INTRODUCTION
In a context of constant technical-scientific innovation in different health knowledge areas, Nursing research is an important space for reflection and transformation of professional practice.
Until recently, research was mainly developed by faculty of undergraduate Nursing courses, affiliated with Brazilian universities (1) . Since the 1990's, nurse clinicians have started to take stricto sensu graduate courses and, in their search for knowledge, have also been inserted in research practice. These professionals invest in these courses because they represent resources that can grant quality, credibility and efficacy to their practice (2) .
In order to cope with deficiencies in their academic formation, as well as personal and institutional obstacles, nurses develop research, individually and/or jointly, in an attempt to get to know and apply the scientific method (3) (4) . In this respect, nurse clinicians' participation in scientific events, to disseminate research and professional experiences, deserves special attention. This attitude is directly related to the belief in the importance of research practice for personal and professional improvement (1, (5) (6) .
However, great efforts are still needed to deal with the gap between knowledge production by academic researchers and its use in Nursing care institutions (7) . Nurse researchers evidence the importance of demystifying and dethroning researchers as an essentially academic practice (7) (8) .
Therefore, it is fundamental to encourage and involve a continuously increasing number of nurse clinicians in activities that allow not only for the use, but also for the development of new studies, with a view to advancing the profession.
A recent aspect is health services, hospitals and basic health units' interest in qualifying their staff, supporting nurses to do research by forming study groups, creating research nuclei, taking e x t e n s i o n c o u r s e s , i m p l e m e n t i n g r e s e a r c h commissions and study and research centers, among other initiatives (3) (4) (9) (10) (11) (12) .
In Brazil, experiences aimed at enabling nurse clinicians to develop research activities have been going on in public and private services, called research advisory groups (12) (13) (14) . 
CREATION OF THE NURSING RESEARCH NUCLEUS
Considering that research not only stimulates transformations in nursing, but also encourages professionals to expand their knowledge and can provide satisfaction at work (11) , in January 1999, the A number of limits have to be acknowledged when presenting and discussing the scientific production of nurse clinicians, due to the lack of publications about this theme and to the incipient representativeness of these professionals in the scientific nursing community (12) . In order to assess the study proposal, going beyond the strictly numerical 
research methods, which include search tools, c r i t i c a l a n a l y s i s a n d t h e s e a r c h f o r n e w knowledge (12) . Thus, elaborating a research project allows nurses a moment of reflection about their c o n c e r n s a n d i n q u i r i e s a r i s i n g f r o m d a i l y professional practice, which requires that they learn and/or improve their knowledge about the scientific method, its modalities and applications. including research and experience reports, as a result of this teaching and learning process. It was observed that, although the nurses' scientific production remained below expectations, the e x p e r i e n c e w a s a n o p p o r t u n i t y t o s h a r e t h e participants' enthusiasm with the training group, through discussions and debates that motivated involvement, creativity and the desire to learn and share knowledge (12) .
Nurse clinicians need to master knowledge about research methods. This condition must be granted to all professionals and should not remain limited to those people who can take a graduate course (7) .
In this study, nurses' scientific production revealed higher frequency levels for research than for experience reports. It should be highlighted that nurses' first contact with NUPE was often aimed at describing a professional experience. Studies presented and published by nurse clinicians in the form of experience reports do not invalidate but, instead, contribute to the understanding of professional practice (10) . We agree with other nurse researchers that these reports express daily reality in nursing and allow for knowledge construction based on a bibliographic reference framework, and also for the recording of situations, knowledge and actions in nursing practice (12) .
The nurses presented their studies at different It is known that nurse clinicians have disseminated their studies more frequently at scientific events than in publications (5) . We observed the same situation in our research, which can be explained by the fact that disseminating a study during a scientific event, whether orally or as a poster presentation, is still more accessible to professionals due to their difficulties to write an article, submit it and, mainly, to obtain approval for publication in nursing and health journals.
We also found that many of the nurses supported by NUPE submitted manuscripts for publication, as shown in Figure 3 . believe this information is an alert, that is, it highlights the importance of continuous support to nurses, so that they do not give up and always attempt to achieve the desired quality levels, thus conquering spaces in journals and other dissemination means.
We agree that disseminating nursing research results through journal pblications facilitates access by peers, so that they can assess the contributions made by individuals and academic institutions in the knowledge area (7) . In this sense, NUPE supported and encouraged nurses with a view to the broad dissemination of knowledge and experiences, publishing them in print and on-line periodicals, journals and bulletins in the health area.
In a study carried out among nurses from public and private institutions, researchers on this theme found that professionals from private institutions publish more, possibly because they have better work conditions and because less professionals have two jobs. This certainly stimulates an increase in scientific production, together with other stimulating measures (15) .
We also found that all nurses who had not taken a specialization course yet took one during the study period. Moreover, 11 professionals were taking a Master's program and two a Doctoral program. This evidenced the nurses' strong interest in their technicalscientific training, which was supported and encouraged by the institution.
With respect to research lines, which are being organized, we observed that, in this group of nurses, there was a clear tendency towards care themes, followed by management and education.
However, there is a need for a more profound analysis of this aspect in view of the initial stage of these professionals' scientific production, so as to articulate the knowledge with research groups and lines at the institution. Submitted Published felt as necessary for professionals and for the profession (6) (7) 16) . There are still many limits to research development, resulting from university training, access to graduate programs, support from employers and the professionals' interest and initiative (4, 7, 10, 12) .
FINAL CONSIDERATIONS
However, this is a good time to put innovative proposals into practice, which turns the permanent education process in nursing more dynamic, stimulating and promoting the development of research competencies on the basis of care practice needs. Research must be considered as a skill whose development should be encouraged, and not merely as an inherent and natural nursing activity. The attitude of encouragement and mediation by an advisory group or equivalent sector can contribute to the qualitative leap that is needed in knowledge production, dissemination and application in the area (12) (13) .
Thus, there is a need for further studies to assess ongoing proposals, involving quantitative and qualitative aspects, verifying possibilities and limits and, mainly, producing knowledge that increasingly mobilizes the achievement of a better quality of health care in our society.
